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REPORT IDENTIFICATION

Subject
Comparative Pattern Analysis — A/I Collective SDGT 
Designation vs. Prior MAGNET S2 Reporting on Antifa-
Adjacent Networks

Purpose

Provide comparative context and additional primary-
source detail on the 26 AUG 2026 A/I Collective SDGT 
designation relative to prior MAGNET S2 reporting on 
Antifa-adjacent networks.

DTG 260828-0400Z

Reporting 
Period

10 AUG 2026 – 27 AUG 2026

Geographic 
Focus

Multi-Region / International (US, Italy, EU)

Precedence RR – ROUTINE

MagCon 
Status

3 – ELEVATED

Sources Multiple source reporting from Local, National, and 
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International platforms. See source list.

SUMMARY (BLUF)
This report lays out observed patterns, similarities, and common 
elements between the 26 AUG 2026 A/I Collective SDGT 
designation and four prior MAGNET S2 products (Jul 2025 – Feb 
2026) touching Antifa-adjacent networks, for readers approaching 
this topic without that background. It adds A/I Collective's own 
public response and additional primary-source detail — State 
Department release, Treasury/OFAC release, and independent 
reporting — not captured in the original designation coverage. The 
prior reports are linked throughout as background resources rather 
than as evidence of a traced connection. The patterns identified 
are presented for the reader to weigh and are not offered as a 
conclusion that a unified network exists.

BACKGROUND
The following MAGNET S2 products, published over the prior year, 
provide relevant background for a reader unfamiliar with this 
subject area. Each is linked below as a standalone resource with 
its own sourcing and caveats.

DTG SUBJECT LINK

250710-
2025z

John Brown Gun Club (JBGC) — armed leftist 
network, ICE facility attacks

https://
magnethf.com/
250710-2025z/

251112-
2154z

BAMN / UC Berkeley TPUSA attack — Antifa-
affiliated militant group

https://
magnethf.com/
251112-2154z/
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DTG SUBJECT LINK

260130-
0600z

Defend the 612 (D612) — Minneapolis ICE 
Watch network, funding chain

https://
magnethf.com/
260130-0600z/

260216-
2300z

Antifa (national overview) — movement 
structure, geographic “strongholds”

https://
magnethf.com/
260216-2300z/

Additional related reporting on Portland/Minneapolis ICE-protest 
activity (250907-0030z, 260109-0038z, 260127-2300z) is 
referenced within 260130-0600z and is available via the MAGNET 
S2 reports archive.

SITUATION

A/I Collective's Public Response
Following the designation, Autistici/Inventati published a statement 
(in English and Italian, via its Noblogs platform) denying the 
allegations and affirming its stated mission. The group said it 
would continue operating as before and would work to counter 
what it characterized as false allegations from what it described as 
a politically motivated administration. The statement did not 
address the specific claim regarding third-party dissemination of 
foreign-designated-group communiqués.

Primary-Source Detail Beyond the Original Report
The State Department's own release states A/I's tools were used 
to help organize, recruit, communicate, spread propaganda, and 
share targeting information and tactics for carrying out attacks, all 
while users remained anonymous and untraceable. The release 
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separately attributes 2026 rail-sabotage claims of responsibility 
across France, Italy, Germany, and the Netherlands to anarchist 
cells using A/I tools.

Treasury's own designation notice — the more independently 
checkable of the two government documents — names the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), a U.S. and EU-designated 
terrorist group, as an organization that Treasury states actually 
used A/I's services directly. This is distinct from the 
Hamas/Hezbollah/IRGC/PIJ/PFLP reference, which State's 
release attributes to a third-party media user publishing those 
groups' communiqués on A/I-hosted infrastructure — not to those 
groups using A/I directly.

Independent (non-government, non-outlet-cluster) commentary: 
the Electronic Frontier Foundation's Jillian York was quoted 
questioning the designation's implications for infrastructure 
providers generally, and a Georgetown Law visiting scholar was 
cited noting genuine legal uncertainty about whether merely using 
A/I's free services, without financial support, constitutes “material 
support” under the statute.

A prior, structurally similar action exists: reporting indicates 
Secretary Rubio designated a German Antifa-linked network 
(“Antifa Ost” / “hammer gang”) as a terrorist entity in late 2025, 
months before the A/I Collective action.

Patterns Observed Across Prior MAGNET S2 
Reporting
These are presented as observed similarities for reader context, 
not as an assertion of a connected network.

● Geography: Portland recurs as a persistent activity location 
across 260216-2300z (listed as a Tier-1 “stronghold”) and is 
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the specific city named in the new A/I Collective designation 
(Rose City Antifa).

● Recurring relationship shape: 260130-0600z 
(D612/Minneapolis) describes an alleged external back-end 
support relationship (a 501(c)(3) fiscal sponsor) for a 
decentralized activist network; the A/I Collective designation 
describes a documented external back-end support 
relationship (digital infrastructure) for a different decentralized 
activist network. The shape of the claim — domestic group, 
external support entity, and that entity's other, separately 
flagged relationships — repeats across both.

● Recurring “decentralized, no command structure” description: 
260216-2300z and 251112-2154z both independently 
describe their subject groups as lacking central leadership or 
membership rolls, which is also the framing State used in 
explicitly declining to designate Rose City Antifa itself as an 
FTO/SDGT.

● Recurring individual-incident-to-federal-investigation pattern: 
250710-2025z (JBGC/Song) and 251112-2154z 
(BAMN/Berkeley) both document a violent incident by an 
individual tied to a decentralized network, followed by federal 
investigation — a similar shape to the domestic conduct 
(doxxing, laser-strike campaigns) cited against Rose City 
Antifa in the new designation.

● Adjacent but separate reporting stream: MAGNET's broader 
catalog includes a large, recurring body of Iran-focused 
reporting (cyber threats, financial-sector alerts, sleeper-cell 
risk assessments) running in parallel through 2026. None of 
those reports name Antifa, Rose City Antifa, or A/I Collective; 
it is a separate thread that happens to run concurrently.
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COMMENTS / ASSESSMENT
The patterns above are genuine similarities in shape — recurring 
geography, a recurring domestic-group-plus-external-support-
entity structure, recurring decentralized-movement framing, and a 
recurring incident-to-investigation cycle. Whether that shape 
reflects an underlying connected network, independent 
coincidence, or simply how decentralized activist movements and 
their federal responses tend to look regardless of ideology is not 
resolved by the sources reviewed.

The clearest new distinction from primary documents: Treasury's 
own notice ties A/I to a designated foreign terrorist group (PKK) 
through direct use of its services, while the 
Hamas/Hezbollah/IRGC reference in State's release runs through 
a third party publishing on A/I's platform — a meaningfully different 
evidentiary weight between the two claims within the same 
designation.

A/I Collective's response denies the allegations broadly but does 
not specifically rebut the PKK usage claim or the third-party-media 
claim — an open gap a reader may want to track as further 
statements emerge.

The Antifa Ost precedent (late 2025) suggests this is part of a 
standing pattern of the administration applying material-support 
theory to foreign-based, Antifa-adjacent infrastructure providers, 
rather than an isolated one-off action — a fact-pattern observation, 
not a claim about the underlying merits.

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED // OSINT | PREPARED BY: 
MAGNET S2 OSINT TEAM | DTG: 260828-0400Z | 

www.magnethf.com



UNCLASSIFIED // OSINT – MAGNET S2 OSINT TEAM

Pattern Assessment
ASSESSMENT CATEGORY PROBABILITY

Standing Enforcement Pattern (Not an Isolated 
Action)

LIKELY

Coincidental Parallel Structure (Independent 
Movements, Similar Federal Response Shape)

MODERATE

Proven Connected / Coordinated Network Among 
Named Groups

LOW-MODERATE

Equivalent Evidentiary Weight Between PKK Direct-
Use Claim and Third-Party Media Claim

UNLIKELY

Assessment reflects pattern-recognition judgments across 
MAGNET S2 reporting and primary source documents; it is not a 
claim that a connected or coordinated network has been proven. 
Assessment may be revised as additional information is 
developed.

INTELLIGENCE GAPS
● Whether A/I Collective will issue a specific rebuttal to the PKK 

direct-use claim.

● Whether A/I Collective will specifically address the third-party-
media / Hamas-Hezbollah-IRGC claim.

● Whether other digital-infrastructure providers used by 
decentralized movements face similar designations going 
forward.

● Whether courts or legal challenges will test the “material 
support via free service use” theory raised by the Georgetown 
Law scholar.
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● Whether additional independent (non-outlet-cluster) reporting 
will emerge to corroborate or challenge the State/Treasury 
release language.

MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS
● Track further A/I Collective statements for any direct response 

to the PKK-usage and third-party-media claims specifically, as 
these are the more evidentiary parts of the designation.

● For readers new to this topic, use the linked prior reports 
(Background section) as background rather than relying on 
this report alone — each contains its own sourcing and 
caveats.

● Distinguish, in any follow-on product, between a foreign-
designated group directly using a service (PKK claim) versus 
a third party publishing that group's material on the service 
(Hamas/Hezbollah/IRGC claim) — these carry different 
evidentiary weight and should not be merged in summary 
language.

● Continue seeking primary documents (State.gov, 
Treasury/OFAC notices, court filings, A/I's own statements) 
over outlet paraphrase where possible, and independent/non-
aligned commentary (e.g., EFF, academic/legal scholars) as a 
check against outlet-cluster syndication.

MAGNET GUIDANCE
Not applicable — comparative open-source analysis only.

SOURCE LIST
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[1] [A1] MAGNET S2 Reports Archive — Prior MAGNET S2 product 
index. https://magnethf.com/reports/

[2] [A1] MAGNET S2 — Antifa (National Overview) — 260216-2300z — 
movement structure, geographic “strongholds.” 
https://magnethf.com/260216-2300z/

[3] [A1] MAGNET S2 — John Brown Gun Club — 250710-2025z — 
armed leftist network, ICE facility attacks. https://magnethf.com/250710-
2025z/

[4] [A1] MAGNET S2 — Defend the 612 — 260130-0600z — Minneapolis 
ICE Watch network, funding chain. https://magnethf.com/260130-0600z/

[5] [A1] MAGNET S2 — BAMN / UC Berkeley — 251112-2154z — Antifa-
affiliated militant group. https://magnethf.com/251112-2154z/

[6] [A1] U.S. Department of State — Official release announcing the 
SDGT designation of Autistici/Inventati. 
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/08/
designation-of-autistici-inventati-as-a-specially-designated-global-terrorist

[7] [A1] U.S. Department of the Treasury / OFAC — Official designation 
notice naming the PKK as a direct user of A/I services. 
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sb0616

[8] [C3] Autistici/Inventati (Noblogs statement) — Self-published denial 
and mission statement from the designated organization. 
https://cavallette.noblogs.org/2026/08/10076

[9] [C3] Autistici/Inventati — Policy Page — Organization's published 
policy statement. https://www.autistici.org/who/policy

[10] [B2] Reason — Independent reporting citing primary documents, EFF, 
and Georgetown Law commentary. https://reason.com/2026/08/27/rubio-
uses-terrorism-law-to-ban-secure-email-service/

[11] [C3] Decode39 — Independent commentary on the designation as a 
counterterrorism precedent. https://decode39.com/16319/autistici-inventati-
case-sets-a-new-counterterrorism-precedent-irdi-says/
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[12] [C3] Pasquale Pillitteri — Independent Italian-language reporting on 
the U.S. sanctions action. https://pasqualepillitteri.it/en/news/12997/usa-
autistici-inventati-global-terrorist-sanctions

Submit reports through established MAGNET situational awareness channels.  To 
Learn More About MAGNET, Visit www.MAGNETHF.COM
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